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bearing of the Romans, who manned their walls, and
though they would admit the Emperor, refused to open
their gates to his German troops; he might condescend
to enter alone, and to meet the Pope on the steps of St,
Peter's. But the haughty and insulting conduct attri-
buted to Pope Ooelestine only shows what Europe, to a
great extent, believed to be the relation in which the
Popes supposed themselves to stand towards the Em-
peror ; the wide-spread opinion of the supremacy which
they claimed, and which they exercised on all prac-
ticable occasions. " Coelestine sat on his pontifical
throne, holding the imperial crown between his feet;
the Emperor and Empress bowed their heads, and from
between the feet of the Pope received each the crown.
But the Lord Pope immediately struck the crown of the
Emperor with his foot, and cast it to the ground, signi-
fying that if he should deserve it, it was in the Pope's
power to degrade him from the empire. The cardinals,
caught up the fallen crown and replaced it on the brow
of the Emperor." Such was the notion of an English
historian,11 such in England was proclaimed to be the
treatment of the Emperor by the Pope at this solemn
time; it was received perhaps more readily, and re-
peated more emphatically on account of the deep hatred
felt by the English nation to the ruling Emperor for his
treachery to their captive sovereign King Eichard.

Yet for his coronation Henry scrupled not to pay a
price even more humiliating, but of which he felt not
the humiliation, an act of his characteristic perfidy and
cruelty. The Pope had not been able to fulfil that one
of the terms of his treaty with the Roman people, which

** Roger Hoveden.   The passage is quoted with manifest satisfaction, as of
onHoublid authority, by Cardinal Barouius.